
360 Park Street • Elgin, Illinois 60120  |  Phone: 847.742.4248  •   Fax: 847.931.6199
Email: elginhistorymuseum@elginhistory.org •  www.elginhistory.org

Produced by  
Elgin History Museum

28 th  Annual28 th  Annual

WalkWalkCEMETERYCEMETERY 
at Bluff City Cemetery
945 Bluff City Blvd.  •  Elgin, Illinois

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2015
11:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 

360 Park Street • Elgin, Illinois 60120  |  Phone: 847.742.4248  •   Fax: 847.931.6199
Email: elginhistorymuseum@elginhistory.org •  www.elginhistory.org



2

Welcome to 
the 28th Annual 
Historic Cemetery Walk



3

A Brief History
When the old Elgin Cemetery on Channing Street began to reach 

capacity, the city of Elgin bought land at its southeast corner for a 

municipal cemetery. The Gifford family and the Whitcomb family at 

one time owned the land. Bluff City was opened in 1889 and graves 

from the Channing Street location were gradually moved to the new 

site. While their final resting place may be Bluff City Cemetery, those 

who died before 1889 had a temporary resting place elsewhere. If 

you see a grave marker with the date of death prior to 1889 you can 

be assured that it was moved here from the Channing Cemetery. 

Even though Bluff City was opened in 1889, internments continued at 

Channing until the final burial took place there in 1906.

Bluff City Cemetery consists of 107.8 acres of land. Albert Marckhoff, 

one of the five Marckhoff brothers, was the only one not to follow in 

the family tradition of brick- or stonemason. Albert was the first sex-

tant, or supervisor, of the cemetery, and laid out the first 12 sections.

Steve and Laura Stroud, co-chairs of 
the annual cemetery walk welome you 
to the 28th annual cemetery walk.  We 
have an exciting and interesting tour 
planned for you today.  We hope you 
will enjoy this walk into Elgin's past.



4



5

Cast 

GUIDES FOR  
2015 CEMETERY WALK

Annetta Jens — Linda Rock

Vignette — Sue Moylan, Rick Grimm

James T. Gifford — Mike Delehoy

Vignette — Jim & Sara Ellen Anderson, Jim Turner

David & Emily Scofield  — August & Bonnie Conte

Emeline Church Borden — Beth Hudson

Vignette — Jeff Morello

Vignette — Kathleen Grimm

Bernhard Hagelow —  Andrew Cuming

Vignette —- Marge Edwards, Carrie Edwards, Lisa Eby

Babette Colburn

Tricia Grosser

Paul Larson

John Marston

Sandi McClure

Leslie Robinson

 Andrew Ross

Marge Rowe

Sara Russell

 Barbara Schloss

Sanita Saengvilay

 Pam Thompson

Doug Tomsha

Andy Walters

Hannah Walters

Kathy Walters
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CEMETERY WALK COMMITTEE
2015

Laura & Steve Stroud — Co-Chairs

Anne LoCascio — Graphic Design

Laura & Steve Stroud, Marge Rowe — Route Planners

Elzabeth Marston — Sponsorships

Hannah Walters — Media

John Fleener — Videographer

Judy Van Dusen — Still Photography

George Rowe, John Wiedmeyer, Mark Preradovic, Al Walters  

 — Chair set-up and Removal

PAST CHAIRPERSONS
Jerry Turnquist — 1988-1993

Rebecca Minetti — 1994-2000

Linda Rock & Marge Rowe — 2001-2007

Laura & Steve Stroud — 2008 - Present
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ANNETTa JENS
1910-1990
 Portrayed by Linda Rock

 
Annette Jens was born in Elgin, Illinois,  the 
daughter of Bert and Annette Fish Pease.  She 
married Albert Jens in 1936.

She was associated with Jens Potato Chip 
Company and later became owner of Jens 
Popcorn with her husband Albert Jens.  Along with tons of popcorn, 
the Company made and sold “Jens-etts” and “Korn-nuggets” (flavored 
corn cakes). Many people got their first taste of Jens popcorn at the 
flea markets in Mukwonago, Wisconsin.
  

JAMES T. GIFFORD 
1800-1850
Portrayed by  

Michael Delehoy

 
James T. Gifford was born in New York and 
married Laura Raymond in 1823. Along 
with his brother Hezekiah, the two men  
traveled west arriving in the Fox River val-
ley in 1835.

Quoting E.C. Mike Alft, “James Talcott 
Gifford, the founder of Elgin was a devoutly 
religious man of many talents. Farmer, teacher, surveyor and mechanic, 
he brought to his new town in the west a vision of its future and the 
determination to make that dream possible."
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DAVID SCOFIELD 
1803-1891
 Portrayed by August Conte

 
Born in New York in 1803, he was a direct 
descendant of Daniel and Mary Scofield, 
who came to America from England in 
1639.  David Scofield came West in 1847 
for the purpose of purchasing land to start 
a tree nursery business.  At one time his 
nursery contained 10,000 trees and he  
was involved in seveal horticultural societies. He 
married Sally King, his first wife in 1827 and they had seven children. 
She died in 1842. He then married Emily Larkin in 1854 and they had 
one child. David and Emily lived in a beautiful mansion on Spring St. 
in Elgin. This mansion became the first Gail Borden Library in 1894.
 
 

EMILY SCOFIELD
1826-1884
 Portrayed by Bonnie Conte

 
Emily Scofield was born in Vermont, the 
daughter of Cyrus and Sarah Larkin and 
came to Elgin with her family in 1837.  After 
her marriage to David Scofield she was  
active in church and missionary work.  She 
was also was very active in the Woman’s 
Christian Temperance Union. She was considered 
a lady of considerable influence.
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 EMELINE E. CHURCH BORDEN 
1808-1890
Portrayed by Beth Hudson

 
Emeline Eno was born in Colbrook, Connect-
icut.  Her first husband, Hiram Church, was 
a fur trader.  This occupation brought them 
to the Fox Valley.  When Hiram died in 1857, 
Emeline and her sons returned to Connecti-
cut.  It was here that she met Gail Borden, 
the inventor of the condensed milk process.  
They were married in 1860.  She was known 
for her quiet and kind ways of reaching out to 
those in need.
 

BERNHARD  
HAGELOW
1830-1907
 Portrayed by  

Andrew Cuming

 
Bernhard Hagelow was born in  
Germany and came to America at the 
age of 19.  He learned the art of paper 
making in Germany and used his skill to 
make tar paper roofing in South Elgin. 
Unfortunately his plant was destroyed by fire and he lost his entire 
fortune.  With the fortitude and enterprise which was characteristic of 
him, he started a successful business as a beer distributor.
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Vignette One

Sexton Residence 
Sue Moylan, Rick Grimm

VIGNETTE two

Holding Vault
Jim & Sara Ellen Anderson, Jim Turner

VIGNETTE THREE

2 Old Head Stones
Kathleen Grimm

VIGNETTE FOUR

Civil War Music
Jeff Morello

 

VIGNETTE FIVE

Singing Ladies
Marge Edwards, Carrie Edwards, Lisa Eby
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Thanks to
Elizabeth Marston — Director, Elgin History Museum

Rick Ellis — Supervisor, Bluff City Cemetery
Kathy Zark — Office Manager, Bluff City Cemetery

Bluff City Cemetery Staff
First United Methoist Church — Loan of Chairs

Steve and Laura Stroud, Marge Rowe — Route Developers
Laura & Steve Stroud, David Siegenthaler — Research

Al Walters — Group Coordinator
Anne LoCascio — Graphic Design

Hannah Walters — Media
George Rowe, John Wiedmeyer, Mark Preradovic, Doug Tomsha, Al Walters— 

Chair set-up and removal
Jerry Roller — Parking and traffic control

Barry Danielson — Pedestrian Traffic
Cart Drivers — Terry Gabel, Steve Stroud

Melissa Lane, Councilman Terry Gavin, Councilwoman Rose Martinez —  
Greeters

Mira Wojeciechowska, Ricky Harris, Alisa Corsi, Beth Nawara, Miriam Lytle — 
Registration

Carl Flaks — Survey Table
David & Dolores Nelson — Musuem Store

Jeri Barnhart, Holly Wiedmeyer — Refrehments & Popcorn Concession
John Fleener — Videography

Judy Van Dusen — Still Photography
Aubrey Neville — Golf Carts

Bernice Ferraro, Sue Brown — Fantasy Festival Costume-Magic Centre
Klein’s Farm & Garden Market

Jeff Turner — In The Neighborhood Deli & Cafe, Elgin, Illinois

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALL THE ACTORS, 
VIGNETTE SPEAKERS AND GUIDES

E
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Cemetery Walk Sponsors
BENEFACTOR

Dan and Karen Fox

Madison Funeral Home

Quality Painting and Carpentry

Roxworthy Enterprises

City of Elgin

O'Connor-Leetz Funeral Home

SPONSOR

Wait Ross Allanson/Laird Funeral Home

Elgin Granite Works/St. Charles Memorial Works

EFS Foundation

DONOR

Gilded-Lily Historical Finishes

Elgin Public House

CONTRIBUTOR

Ralph Helm, Inc

Thanks to all of the Cemetery Walk sponsors!

E



14

1695 Larkin Avenue
Elgin, Illinois 60123
Phone: (847) 289-0513

E-mail us at: efsfoundation@efsfoundation.org

 "Make no little plans. They have no magic 
to stir men’s blood.” — Daniel Burnham, 
as portrayed by Terry Lynch will perform 

at the Museum's annual benefit. 
Daniel Burnham, architect of the 1909  

Chicago Plan, leads you through the history of 
the city he loved so well; from the Fort Dear-

born Massacre to the Columbian Exposition of 
1893, from the Union Stockyards to the city’s 
fabulous architecture. Burnham will introduce 
you to the people and events that shaped the 
“Windy City,” and helped transform it from the 
“Wild Onion” to the “City of the Big Shoulders.” 
Burnham also had a hand in shaping Elgin with 

the first City of Elgin Plan in 1917

Appetizers and desserts  
silent auction and raffle

2015 Elgin History Museum Annual Benefit

Saturday,  
November 7, 

2015
6 p.m.

Elgin Country Club
2575 Weld Rd., Elgin IL

$40 Members/
$50 Non-Members
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1695 Larkin Avenue
Elgin, Illinois 60123
Phone: (847) 289-0513

Bluff SprINg Fen  
NATure Preserve

Bluff Spring Fen is an Illinois Nature Preserve. It is nearly 100 acres in size, 

with Poplar Creek forming its west boundary. Its rolling terrain includes 

six distinct plant communities; savanna, medic prairie, dry hill prairie, 

sedge meadow, marsh and the wetland fens for which it gets its name. 

Each community has its own set of plants and its own beauty.

There are 15 endangered species there, and many other rare and 

threatened species. Almost 100 different bird species visit the site 

each year, with over 35 of them staying to nest on the site. More than 

55 different butterflies and over 20 dragonflies and damselflies have 

been counted. Frogs, turtles, snakes and salamanders live in the fen 

as well. Deer, raccoons, woodchucks, mice, voles, squirrels, and other 

mammals live there too, although the increase in the coyote popula-

tion in the area has thinned out the woodchucks quite a bit.

A walking trail runs through the main part of the preserve and is 

open to the public every day of the year.

Friends of the Bluff Spring Fen
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Gilded-Lily
Historical Finishes

Susan Giugliano
847-791-5102

http://gildedlily.shutter� y.com

Fine Decorative Painting
Specializing in Era-Speci� c

Room Design

Faux Woodgrain
Marble, Leather
Gilding, Glazes

Textures
Polychrome

Custom Stenciling
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Laird Funeral Home P.C. 
“ F a m i l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d ”“ F a m i l y  O w n e d  a n d  O p e r a t e d ”   

310 S. State Street, Elgin,  Illinois 60123  (847) 741-8800 
  120 S. Third Street, West Dundee, Illinois 60118  (847) 836-8770 

-- www.lairdfamilyfuneralservices.com -- 
Donald Laird     Stephen Laird     Robert Laird     Patricia Laird 

Corey Short 
 

Wait  Ross  Allanson 
 F u n e r a l  a n d  C r e m a t i o n  S e r v i c e s ,  

I n c .  

Servicios deCremacion y 
Funeraria 

51 Center S treet,  Elgin,  I ll inois  60120  (847) 742-2100 
201 South Main S treet,  Algonquin,  I l l inois  60102  (847) 658-4232 
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Serving the Fox Valley since 1940
O’Connor-Leetz
Funeral Home

Providing families of all faiths with full service planning, 
traditional services & cremation.

364 Division St., Elgin
(847) 741-1400

Located in the Historic District

364 Division
Romanesque 

Revival
built 1887



	  	  

David	  Barclay	  was	  a	  Scottish	  immigrant	  who	  
became	  a	  very	  successful	  manufacturer	  of	  dairy	  
equipment.	  In	  1874,	  he	  was	  elected	  to	  his	  first	  
of	  four	  terms	  as	  Elgin	  mayor.	  	  His	  home,	  built	  
around	  1865,	  still	  stands	  across	  Dundee	  
Avenue	  as	  part	  of	  the	  Symonds	  -‐	  Madison	  
Funeral	  Home.	  

Symonds	  -‐	  Madison	  
Funeral	  Home	  

305	  Park	  Street	  Elgin,	  IL	  60120	  

www.SymondsMadisonFuneralHome.com	  

Schmidt Funeral Home, circa 1950s David Barclay’s Home, circa 1920s 

Symonds	  -‐	  Madison	  Funeral	  Home	  2015	  

Part	  of	  the	  Elgin	  community	  for	  more	  than	  90	  years,	  
our	  building	  has	  changed	  over	  time,	  but	  not	  our	  

commitment	  to	  excellence.	  
	  

Proudly	  family	  and	  veteran	  owned.	  

Dan	  &	  Joy	  Symonds,	  Owners	  


