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Elgin History Museum News March 2025

President’s Report
Anne LoCascio, President
This month's Crackerbarrel contains 
our annual report on the Museum (see 
pages 4 through 7). The good news is, 
that with all of your continued sup-
port, the Museum is in a stable finan-
cial position to start out 2025. 
Through the stewardship of the 
Finance Committee, bequests and 
donations have been judiciously 
invested to provide operating income 
for the Museum and continued 
growth of the Endowment Fund. 

The endowment started from a generous bequest in 2000 
that was the seed money for the Endowment Fund. We have 
been adding to it ever since. With careful management, 
these bequests will multiply in perpetuity to support the 
Museum. 

The Endowment Fund makes it possible to have the staff to 
grow our educational programming for local area school 
children and get them interested in history and their com-
munity. It makes it possible for us to continue to provide 
quality programming such as Dr. Caroline Kisiel's February 
23 presentation detailing how close Illinois came to allowing 
slavery in 1824. It means showcasing local artists like Nick 
Freeman and Steve Kroiss.

If you would like to consider a bequest, the Museum can 
provide more details.

I hope to see all of you at this year's Fabulous 50s Gala 
Fundraiser. Last year's Gala was a blast and I'm looking for-
ward to what the Gala committee has planned for April 26. 
I watched a lot of I Love Lucy growing up, so Dr. Leslie 
Goddard's portrayal of Lucille Ball will be a treat. 

Welcome New Members

Museum Hosts Fabulous 
50s Fundraiser April 26
The gala will take place at the Holiday Inn on Airport Road 
from 5:30 P.M. to 10 P.M. The highlight of the evening will 
be a special performance by historian and actress Leslie 
Goddard, taking the stage as the iconic Lucille Ball.

Guests can bid on auction items, including trips to Scotts-
dale AZ and Panama City FL, and exclusive Elgin experi-
ences like a helicopter ride, a Wing Mansion tour, and golf 
outings. There will also be raffles, wine bags, and a “Boss 
Night Out” package that includes dinner and a show in 
Aurora. Attendees are encouraged to dress in cocktail attire 
or their best 50s outfits.

Tickets are $75 for Museum members and $90 for guests, 
with sponsorships available: Corvette ($1,000), Thunder-
bird ($500), and Bel Air ($250). All proceeds will support 
the Museum. Tickets and sponsorships must be secured by 
April 16, 2025. For more details, visit elginhistory.org/
museum-gala-2025 or contact Liz Marston at 
museum@elginhistory.org.

Janice Caldrone Nana Oakeycampana
Ann Marie Dufelmeier Dan Pritchett
Jeanine Manser William Swalwell
Anthony Mirabella R. Kip Welborn
Cathleen Newby Bill Witte



2 March 2025 The Crackerbarrel

2025 Events Calendar
Al Walters, Program Chair
Check the website for current information. Events take 
place at the Elgin History Museum unless otherwise noted. 
elginhistory.org/events

Thank You Donors

Remember, you can leave a gift in your will for the Museum. 
All bequests go into the endowment fund. 

The Koch Cut Glass Co.
Don Quant

For a few short years, 
Elgin was home to a pre-
mier cut glass factory 
owned by Edward J. Koch.  
Mr. Koch began his career 
as a glass salesman and 
then became a cut glass 
factory owner when he 
and F. X. Parsche ran a 
factory on Chicago's State 
Street in 1899.  Mr. Koch 

even received a patent in 1902 for a beautifully designed cut 
glass bowl.  When a fire destroyed Mr. Koch's Chicago cut 
glass factory in 1911, which was operating under the name 
of E. J. Koch & Co., he relocated the factory to Elgin by 
paying $20,000 for the Wolff Building at 70-72 River 
Street, in the same block as the Elgin Flour & Feed Com-
pany.  After spending a couple of months remodeling the 

March 15
12:00 noon

AAUW Elgin Welcomes Kim Sigafus 
presenting Singing Bird and the 
Importance of Native American 
Women in Illinois History
Illinois Humanities Road Scholar Kim 
Sigafus is an award-winning Ojibwa 
author and speaker. She travels the US 
doing Native programs for schools, 
libraries, and interest groups, dressed in 
her native regalia.

March 23
2:00 P.M.

“What's Coming Down the Line: Rail-
roads in the American Mind” a Road 
Scholar presentation by Mike Matejka

March 30
2:00 P.M.

Alien Spouse: A performance by Luiza 
Moraes born of her relocation to the US 
and the process of applying for a mar-
riage-based Green Card. She experi-
enced the legal and bureaucratic 
obstacles created for immigrants that 
border on the absurd. Her performance is 
a blend of dance, lecture, healing ritual, 
and dreamscape, the hope is to spread 
information to those who don’t know 
what the process is like and to honor the 
experience of those who do. $5.00 dona-
tion suggested.
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April 17
12:00 Noon

Brown Bag Lunch: History of Color
FREE for Members, $5 for guests. Bring 
your lunch; soft drinks and dessert pro-
vided. Mary Hoffman is Color and 
Design Training Specialist at Benjamin 
Moore & Co.

April 24
6:30 P.M.

American Cut Glass presentation at 
Gail Borden Library by author Don 
Quant (see article below)

April 26
5:30–10:00 
P.M.

Museum GALA at Elgin Holiday Inn
495 Airport Road, Elgin
Save the date! See page 1 for details

May 22
12:00 Noon

Brown Bag Lunch: Al Walters presents 
History of Elgin Churches
FREE for Members, $5 for guests. Bring 
your lunch; soft drinks and dessert pro-
vided.

General Donation Monthly Donations
Rebecca Albert Evan Fry
Dave Bosely Rudolph and Lillian Galfi
Maurice Dyer Patricia Harkin
Mary Kemerling
Dan and Diane Neal
Steve Rauschenberger
Wayne and Jeanette Russell

E. J. Koch T. Singleton

https://elginhistory.org/events
https://elginhistory.org
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interior, the factory began operations in August 1911 and 
within a few weeks the labor force was doubled from 20 to 
40 employees.  The new factory superintendent, Thomas 
Singleton, held nine cut glass design patents from his previ-
ous work with the Mt. Washington Glass Co., the Pairpoint 
Manufacturing Co., and the Ohio Cut Glass Co.

The business venture in Elgin prompted Mr. Koch to keep 
E. J. Koch & Co. in Chicago as a sales outlet and then create 
a new company in Elgin called Koch Cut Glass Co. which 
was incorporated in 1911 with $150,000 in capital.  The 
incorporators were Mr. Koch, his son-in-law Arthur E. 
Meier, and Thomas Singleton.

Mr. Singleton married in October 1911 but unfortunately 
died from Bright's Disease at his Elgin home at 452 Doug-
las Avenue on March 3, 1913. His pallbearers were J. Lan-
gendorfer, A. C. Rineheimer, Phil Freiler, Wm. Ableman, 
and Victor Comosh who succeeded him as factory manager.

Mr. Koch's family included a remarkable assortment of peo-
ple.  His wife, Pauline Meier, was the daughter of the St. 
Louis city council president, E. F. Meier, and the most 
prominent china and glassware merchant in St. Louis.  His 
wife's younger brother, Arthur E. Meier, graduated from 
Princeton, played professional baseball for the Pittsburg 
Pirates, and received two patents, one for a cut glass design 
and another for a sports ball.  One of Mr. Koch's sisters 
married William H. Eggebrecht who became president of 
the Furniture Designers Association and was chosen by 
President Herbert Hoover to be part of a group reporting on 
the 1925 International Exposition of Modern Decorative 
and Industrial Arts held in Paris.

Soon after the Elgin factory was operational, the American 
Flint Glass Workers union organized local chapter 117 that 
met at Council Hall, Ellicott and E. Huron streets, the first 
and third Tuesday of each month with the Corresponding 
Secretary Wm. Koshmider of 230 Spring St., Elgin.  Mr. 
Koch insisted on having an open shop and within the first 
year of operation, the union went on strike for a shorter 
work week.  The issue was amicably settled after a few weeks 
and over the next few years, there were some disputes with 
the union, but in general, the relationship was a good one.

The factory produced a tall vase that Mr. Koch gave his 
nephew as a birthday present and later a water set as a wed-
ding present.  A few years later a very uniquely shaped vase 
was given to Mr. Koch's uncle as payment for a loan.  These 
pieces were eventually handed down to family members.

The cut glass business was very competitive and when the 
company ran into some financial trouble, Mr. Koch began 
borrowing money from a few of his relatives.  Unfortunately, 
as so often happens, that didn't end well. When a $9,000 
loan payment wasn't received as expected, one of Mr. Koch's 
sisters who lived in Chicago and another sister and her hus-
band from Grand Rapids Michigan, filed an involuntary 
petition of bankruptcy in March 1915.  When payment still 
wasn't received several months later, an attorney ordered the 

auction of the factory plus its contents along with all of the 
finished glass in Mr. Koch's Chicago sales office.  Although 
the value of the Chicago glass itself was estimated to be over 
$10,000, it sold for only $3,090.  The following day the high 
bid at the Elgin factory auction was only $1,200, which was 
nowhere near the value of the building plus its contents, so 
no sale was completed.

Mr. Koch then secured a job as president of the Midland 
Cut Glass Company in Chicago and also established him-
self as a manufacturer's agent, selling cut glass made by other 
companies.  He worked for two years to regain his financial 
standing, but in January 1917 it was reported that after a 
jury listened to the case, the judge officially declared the 
Koch Cut Glass Co. bankrupt.  Mr. Koch always claimed 
that he was forced into bankruptcy and the whole issue was 
a family dispute that was later amicably settled.  He 
remained in business for many more years selling glass as E. 
J. Koch & Co.

Although no Koch Cut Glass Co. catalogs have been found, 
pieces that were cut at the Elgin factory have been verified to 
be included in the following company catalogs: Rogers, 
Thurman & Co. 1911; Norris, Allister Co. 1911; Marshall 
Field 1911-1913; Burley & Tyrrell 1912; C. G. Riem 1913; 
J. W. Huntley 1913-1914; MTJ 1915.  Jewelry stores known 
to sell Koch glass were M. L. Werner, Dixon IL. 1912 and 
F. A. Marean, Belvidere IL. 1913.

Much more information on this company and dozens of 
other Chicago area cut glass firms can be found in my newly 
published book, Chicago Cut Glass 1893-1933, sold in the 
Museum Store.  If you think you may have a piece that was 
cut at the Elgin factory, the book has pictures of over 50 pat-
terns that were cut by the company.

Dish cut in the Valparaiso pattern.
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The First Valley Fox Trot, 
May 29, 1978
by historian Edward L. Bates
I recently had the opportunity to meet Dr. David Bruce, the 
original race director of the Valley Fox Trot and a former ER 
doctor at Sherman Hospital in Elgin. He holds medical and 
dental degrees from Northwestern University. Through our 
discussions, I gained insight into the origins of this incred-
ible event, which inspired me to document the history of the 
Fox Trot and its significant role in Elgin, Illinois.

Remarkably, the Fox Trot traces its roots back to the 1977 
Mayor Daley Marathon, the predecessor of the Chicago 
Marathon. Dr. Bruce participated in that race on September 
25, 1977. The original Chicago Marathon was promoted as 
“the people's race—anyone can come and enjoy” and had an 
entry fee of only five dollars. Inspired by this inclusive spirit, 
Dr. Bruce returned to Elgin determined to bring a similar 
experience to his own community.

Dr. Bruce and his associates incorporated many elements of 
the Chicago race into their planning for Elgin's first “peo-
ple's race” shortly after their return from Chicago in Octo-
ber 1977. Some of the key features he introduced included 
pre-race packets, mile markers with volunteers calling out 

times as runners passed, three aid stations along the route, 
and an affordable five-dollar entry fee. The race also offered 
lottery prizes, local discounts, and free race entries. Partici-
pants also enjoyed a post-race meal in the basement of the 
Hemmens Cultural Center, followed by an awards cere-
mony featuring a race video filmed by paramedics in the lead 
vehicle.

In the era before cellphones, 
era, Dr. Bruce personally 
checked the course by car 
about 40 minutes before the 
race and then ran it himself 
to ensure everything was in 
place. His ability to main-
tain a six-minute-per-mile 
pace certainly aided his race 
management efforts. The 
original pin design for the 

first two years featured the race name and its sponsor 
between the fox's ears.

Continue the tradition! Register for the 48th running of the 
now Elgin Valley Fox Trot on June 1, 2025, at: 
https://elginfoxtrot.org/ 
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